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How well can you decode the signs that permeate our daily lives? All of us, consciously or not,

constantly engage in the acts of reading and interpreting the signs in the world around us. But how

do we sharpen these skills, deepen our awareness of meaning in a complex world, and ultimately

reach our full potential as university writers? This book answers the needs of students of

composition, culture studies, and literature, providing a process-orientated guide to analyzing

anything.
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There are many good books out there that teach students how to read critically and interpret

insightfully. The strength of this one is that Fraser and Davidson take the time to explain how textual

meaning is made. In an age when too many students "find" the meaning of a text by looking it up on

SparkNotes or Wikipedia, this book gives students hands-on, practical advice for using questions

and reading procedures that they can begin using immediately to figure out a text's meaning on their

own. Fraser and Davidson's advice is illustrated with examples taken from a variety of fields

including literature, film, and graphic arts. Highly recommended for introductory college writing,

English, film, etc. courses.
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